
BY JENNANI DURAI

AN OLD Warrior has made way
for a new high-flier at the Singa-
pore Youth Flying Club (SYFC).

Over the past three months,
around 200 students have been
taking to the skies in its new fleet
of 13 aircraft.

Worth $5.2 million, the Austri-
an-made Diamond DA-40 planes
replace the dozen Ameri-
can-made Piper Warrior craft
that had been used for 22 years.

The new planes were commis-
sioned yesterday by Minister of
Education and Second Defence
Minister Ng Eng Hen at the
club’s premises in Seletar.

He said the acquisition of the
new planes marked the comple-
tion of the club’s modernisation
programme which began in 1999.
It had previously also introduced
a flight simulator to hone skills.

Chief flying instructor Daniel
Tan said the new planes make for
easier and safer flying, with fea-
tures like GPS, slick aerodynamic
design and full cockpit visibility.

In his speech, Dr Ng said the
club had fulfilled the original vi-
sion of Dr Goh Keng Swee, the
first minister of defence, in set-
ting up the SYFC 40 years ago.

The idea was to provide an af-
fordable avenue for young people
to learn to fly and inspire some to

become pilots in the Republic of
Singapore Air Force (RSAF).

Dr Ng added that the club had
conducted more than 5,000
courses and almost a fifth of all
RSAF pilots first learnt to fly at
the club, among them two chiefs
of air force – Major-General Ng
Chee Meng and Major-General
Raymund Ng.

Some 780 students have re-
ceived their private pilot’s licenc-
es so far.

The club is open to students
from secondary schools, junior
colleges and polytechnics, but on-
ly those aged 16 and above can
train for a private pilot’s licence.

Visit www.syfc.sg to find out
more.
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LAW CORRESPONDENT

THE Law Society and lawyers un-
happy over the business travel
perk have reached a settlement
that could see the extraordinary
general meeting (EGM) called off.

Law Society president Wong
Meng Meng and prominent law-
yer Subhas Anandan, who led 87
lawyers who called for the EGM,
agreed on settlement terms on
Thursday. Both parties are set to
put pen to paper on an agreed set
of terms on Monday.

A Law Society spokesman said
yesterday the move would result
in the request for the EGM being

withdrawn.
The EGM notice which was is-

sued on Wednesday, had been
scheduled for Feb 25, to be pre-
ceded by a town hall meeting.

The purpose of the EGM was
to debate a no-confidence mo-
tion against the governing coun-
cil, triggered by unhappiness
over the business-class travel
perk.

The travel perk allowed the
Law Society president and two
vice-presidents to travel business
class for trips lasting more than
five hours while representing the
Law Society at official events
overseas, and was subject to ap-
proval by the council and execu-

tive committee.
It is understood that the draft

settlement reached on Thursday
had been brokered by a senior
counsel.

It is unclear if the busi-
ness-class travel perk will be fro-
zen until the next annual general
meeting, as this had been a key
suggestion by the petitioning
members in return for withdraw-
ing the petition.

Mr Anandan said yesterday he
was “quite happy” with the
terms and conditions, and is
agreeable to a settlement.

“We will be talking to those
who signed the requisition over
the weekend to get their consent,
and I expect everything to be set-
tled by Monday,” he added.

Commenting on the tentative
settlement, Mr Wong said yester-
day: “I am happy that all parties
are working towards a construc-
tive solution to this issue.

“I look forward to working
with all members of the Law Soci-
ety to serve our profession and
our community.”

Lawyer Adrian Tan from Drew
& Napier welcomed the moves,
and said “lawyers must set an ex-
ample by showing the public that
they are able to resolve disputes
amicably and in the spirit of com-
promise”.

“I am very pleased and re-
lieved. Now, we can spend our
time focusing on more pressing
matters,” he said.

The last EGM held in 2003 was
adjourned with no outcome.

vijayan@sph.com.sg

NATIONAL University of Singa-
pore (NUS) president Tan Chorh
Chuan is among seven people
who will get honorary degrees
from Duke University this year.

The renowned institution,
based in North Carolina in the
United States, said in a statement
that it had chosen to award the
degree to Professor Tan, 51, in rec-
ognition of his contributions to bi-
omedical sciences, public health
and higher education.

He will be given an Honorary
Doctor of Science at Duke’s com-
mencement ceremony on May 15.

Commenting on the seven re-
cipients, Duke president Richard
Brodhead said: “They give an in-
spiring example of the great lives
that men and women can give to
the world. They will send our stu-
dents off with the message –
Now it’s your turn to live up to
your highest potential.”

This is Prof Tan’s second hon-
orary degree. In 2009, he was
awarded an Honorary Doctor of
Science from Loughborough Uni-
versity in Britain.

The renal physician has been
the president of NUS since 2008.
He is also deputy chairman of Sin-
gapore’s Agency for Science,
Technology and Research, and
chairs the International Alliance
of Research Universities, a net-
work of 10 institutions, including
NUS and Oxford.

Prof Tan said the honorary de-
gree from Duke is a “recognition
of the excellent progress that Sin-
gapore has made in biomedical
sciences and higher education,
which I feel very fortunate to
have been able to play a small
part in”.

Previous Duke honorary de-
gree recipients include Nobel
Peace Prize winner Muhammad
Yunus, Nobel geneticists Michael
Brown and Joseph Goldstein, and
talk show host Oprah Winfrey.

Prof Tan was lauded for his contributions to biomedical sciences, public health
and higher education. PHOTO: COURTESY OF NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE

Trainees Bryan Lee (from left) and Julie Lim, together with Singapore Youth Flying Club chief flight instructor Daniel Tan,
getting a feel for one of the new Austrian-made Diamond DA-40 planes. ST PHOTO: DESMOND FOO
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